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First Sunday in Advent 29th November 2020 
 

 CELEBRATION OF WEEKDAY MASSES  
Mass as usual this week, at 10am on Tuesday and Thursday.  
 
A simple system is now in place with a dedicated email address and mobile phone number, (preferably for 
texting) to reserve a place.  
If you can email, that would be the best option. The dedicated email address is: backpew50@gmail.com 
There is also a special mobile number which you can text: 07396642594. Please only phone this number if 
you are unable to email or text. You should specify which Mass you wish, give the names of those wanting 
to attend and a phone number for contact and trace purposes. Please ‘book’ as early as possible. 
 
APPEAL FROM PARISH SVDP 
Normally this Sunday, the First Sunday of Advent, our SVDP would make the annual Christmas ‘Coal 
Collection’ Appeal. Since Lockdown in March and ongoing Covid restrictions our SVDP has been unable to 
meet together as a group other than at Zoom meetings and it has not been possible to have the SVDP 
boxes after Mass. Thanks to all the parishioners who have donated already. We have been able to respond 
to every call for help and continue our Vincentian work this year to date. 
Due to the restrictions, we are unable to do the usual household visits and cannot accept or deliver toys 
this Christmas. We will continue to answer the call of anyone seeking our assistance. If you would like to 
help SVDP provide a brighter Christmas for families needing help, please leave a donation envelope 
marked SVDP in the box on the exit door table as you leave the church, or donations can be paid direct to 
SVDP Bank account: Sort Code 80-08-31; Account number 00681076; Bank of Scotland, Helensburgh. 
 
COLLECTIONS 
During these weeks, if you would like to contribute to the support of the parish, you can set up a Standing 
Order or give a cheque made out to the Parish. The Parish account is held in the Bank of Scotland; A/C no. 
00821691; Sort Code: 80 08 31; St Joseph’s RC Church, Helensburgh, Archdiocese of Glasgow. It goes 
without saying that parish overheads continue, even during a period such as this. Your generosity is as 
always most appreciated.  
 
FABRIC 
Urgent work has been carried out on the roof of the presbytery to deal with water penetration and 
increasing damp underneath chimney stacks. We received last week a grant of £1,057.90 from the ‘Listed 
Places of Worship Grant Scheme’ as repayment of VAT on recent work on the roof of the church. We 
continue to await the report from the specialist survey of the church roof etc.  

 
Our Prayers are Requested 

 
For Parishioners who are Sick: 
Marian Regan, David Lonnen, Sylvia Murphy 
 
For all who have Died Recently: Dorothy Feeney, Charles Carrigan, Hettie Woodward  
 
For all whose Month’s Mind occurs about now: Christina Lennox Walsh 
 
Anniversaries: Bill Gilmour, John Hickey 
 
 Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 
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